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On the same principle the collector-magistrates submit
their reports to Government through the commissioner.
He is the chief local authority, save that the district
judges are entirely independent of him; and the judicial
independent authority thus established is the recognised
constitutional safety-valve, which is intended to provide
against any injudicious or casual stretch of authority
on the part of the executive.   The commissioner is the
head of the police throughout his division; but here
again there are some subtle niceties of discipline and
practice.    The commissioner receives written reports
from the police, through the district-magistrate, of the
progress of   their investigations in  all heinous  and
important cases.   But his power is limited.   He cannot
issue direct orders to the actual police-officers inves-
tigating a case, so as to bid them arrest one suspected
person or release another.   He may offer friendly advice
and suggestions to the magistrate with regard to the
action of the police; and he may also, if dissatisfied
with their proceedings, make unpleasant remarks and
comments.    But the discipline of the police force is
regulated by a hierarchy of its own,   consisting   of
district-superintendents and deputy inspectors-general,
and an inspector-general, who is equal in official rank
to the commissioner, and in direct communication with
Government.   And as the commissioner may interfere
with the police only under certain limitations, so, on the
other hand, he must be very cautious to abstain fSmT
interference with any case the moment that it has been